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Claims 



1 . A fork lift truck [1 OLcomprising a truck body (12), a lift mechanism (14) 
connected to the truck body (12) by means of a vertically extending pivot 152} 
and means (24) for turning the lift mechanism (14) relative to the truck body 
(12) about said pivot (52) to steer the truck J 10), the truck body (12) having a 
pair of rear ground engaging wheels (16) mounted on transverse axes, 
characterised in that the lifting mechanism j 14) has a single ground engaging 
front wheel (40Lmounted centrally on a transverse axis, the front wheel J40}. 
haing independent drive means (44 f 46). 
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2. A fork lift truck (1 0 ) according to claim 1 characterised in jhat the lifting 
mechanism ( 14 ) may be pivoted to the truck body (12) at a steering angle of 
substantially 90° or more. 
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3. A fork lift truck ilQLaccording t0 c,a ' m 1 or 2 characterised injhat the 
front wheel (40) is positioned forwardly of the pivot connection j 52) between 
the truck body (12) and th e lifting mechanism (14). 
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: between the truck body 
and the lifting mechanism. 



4. A fork lift truck J10) according to any one of the preceding claims 
chara cterised in that lifting mechanism (14) ha s a ma st (30), the fr ont w heel 
j401.bej.n^„.moun 
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5. A for k l ift truck (10) according to any o ne of the preceding claims 
char acte rised in that indep ende n t drive me ans (60>62;72,74) are provided to 
drive e ach of the rear wheels (16), 



according to any one of 
the preceding claims in which the 
front wheel is positioned as far 
forward as possible towards the 
toad bearing part of the lifting 
mechanism. 1 
1 

5. . A fork lift truck according to 
any one of the preceding claims in 
which the rear wheels are 
independently driven. 1 
S 

6. A fork lift truck according to 
claim S in which means is provided 
for the differential drive of the rear 
wheels. 



p. A fork lift truck M O) according to claim 5 characterised in that the drive 
means (60,62:72,74) for the rear wheels (16) are connected to a power source 
(64;76K so that the rear wheels (16) may be driven automatically at different 
speeds^ 



: 7. . A fork lift truck 
according to claim 5 in which the 
rear wheels 
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7 L A fork lift truck ( 10) according t o claim 5 characteris ed in t ha t th e d rive 

means (6 0,62:72.74) for the r ear w heels (1 6 ) ?re con nected t o a powe r s ource 
(64;76) in a manner which will permit power to be diverted automatically from 
the rear inside wheel (16) to one or more of the other T wheels (16,40), in 
accordance with the steering angle. 
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8. A fork lift truck ( 10) according to an/ one of the preceding claims 
characterised in that the or each wheel J1,6^0Lis driven independently by an 
hydraulic or an electric motors d&4£Qj32l70J-2ilAl- 

9. A fork lift truck 1 1 0] according to claim 8 characterised in jhat the motor 
(44) is connected to the wheel J40) by a gearbox (461, 

10. A fork lift truck according to claim 8 or 9 characterised in .that the motor 
(44) and/or gearbox (46) is built partially into a hub of the wheel (40}- 
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11. A fork lift truck according to any one of claims 8 to 10 characterised in 
itHl the power for the motors m^QMJ0J2JMM provided by an engine 
(80) driven generator or hydraulic pumpJZfL78i, or by a battery packJ641- 

1 2. A fork lift truck according to claim 1 1 ^ajrjcten^d_in ^hat the engine 
i8QLis an internal combustion engine powered by fuel gas. 
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13 . A fork lift truck substantially as 
described herein with reference to 
and as shown in figures 1 to 5 or 
figure 6 of the drawings. 
^ Section Break (Next Page) — 



1/6 



